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Chino, CA 91710

To:       James D. Boney
             Editor: Air commando Association Newsletter
             626 Powell
             Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547-1715
             E-mail Editor@earthlink.net
             Tel 850-862-0349, Fax 850-243-3568
             Ref  ACANewsDec07 
Dear Jim:
ACA Web Page http://home.earthlink.net/~aircommando1/ 
The ACA web page has been given a facelift after being one of the oldest and  first vet site built 10 years ago.  It was built with tools available at the time.  It has needed an upgrade and now we have the initial stage.  Check it out.  Some tweaking and peaking is needed and for some reason after I downloaded some old files the members email page reverted from the Oct 2007 data to the July 2004 data.  I am still trying to recover the Oct 2007 page but if I can’t I will have to rebuild it starting with the 2004 data.  If I haven’t changed it by 15 Jan 2008 please send me your data again if you can’t find yourself on the page.  

BGen Benjamin King.  During the 2007 ACA reunion business meeting it was unamiously voted by  members to have the ACA submit a formal request to Hurlburt to rename a building on base to honor BGen King, the modern father of the Air Commandos and Special Operations organizations.  Several of us are going to put the memorialization package together for the President of the ACA to submit to the base.  It was pointed out that the auditorium at Eglin was named after King for his work at Eglin as required by the Eglin base regulations and that the Memorial in the part is dedicated to the Jungle Jim personnel.  

Cody Hall and McBride Library at Keesler AFB—Commandos Remembered
One of the largest academic building at Keesler AFB is named after Capt Howard R. Cody, a native Mississippian who was killed in Vietnam as a member of the Air Commandos. It is a new building built in 2005 and is the largest building in the USAF named after an Air Commando.  The new building replaced the old hangar, which was originally named Cody Hall and is located  next to the new building.  It was built at a cost of $23 million. Is 3 stories high and has 193,000 sq feet of classrooms and offices.  It trains both AF, Navy and Army personnel in radar, air traffic control, communication, maintenance & operations of various equipment and the USAF Combat Controllers are trained here.  It is a very beautiful building and Cody’s widow had them paint a large portrait of Howard in his Air Commando uniform.  This is hanging in the entrance of the building.  He has several display cases and can get more but he needs Air Commando pictures, photos, memorabilia to showcase both at the entrance and in walls of the building.  He just needs unframed pictures, posters etc and he will have them framed.  I have sent 2 B-26 and 4 2004 Air Commando posters to the unit.  Empahsize should be Air Commandos and our aircraft particularly the B-26, any variant we used.  The items should be sent to the following address:  "Chowning Scott D LtCol 334 TRS/CC" Scott.Chowning@keesler.af.mil or "Powell Kevin A MSgt 334 TRS/ULC" Kevin.Powell@keesler.af.mil at 334TS, 610 Hangar Road, Kessler AFB, MS 39534 Tel 228-377-3208.  MSgt Powell is the primary contact for beautifying Cody Hall with Air Commando memorabilia. 

Capt Cody, on 24 Nov 1963,  was flying a B-26 Invader fighter bomber while operating in support of ground operations against the Communist Viet Cong near Ca Mau about 160 miles southwest of Saigon was Killed in Action.  Capt Cody encountered ground fire from hidden and entrenched machine guns.  Flying at low level to permit visual reconnaissance of the area he located the gun positions and launched his attack.  Despite being hit by ground fire he continued to press the attack forcing the VC to reveal their gun positions to other Air Force aircraft in the target area.  On his last firing pass over the target area Capt Cody's A-26 was again severely damaged by gun fire causing it to go out of control and crash.  The guns were destroyed as a result of his actions.  Capt Cody was posthumously awarded the Air Force Cross and General Lemay presented it to his son, Randy in Washington, DC.

Capt Cody was born in Gulfport, Mississippi on 5 September, 1934.  He graduated from Gulfport High School, attended University of Southern Mississippi and joined the Air Force in 1954.  He entered the Aviation Cadet program on 13 Feb., 1954 and was commissioned a 2nd Lt and a USAF pilot on 16 May, 1955.  He spent his time in transports before getting into the commandos.  He was assigned to Air Rescue in Iceland in 1958 as a C-54 pilot and received the Norwegian Medal of Valor, during this assignment, for his part in the rescue of the motorship Polar Bjorn off Greenland.  He volunteered for the Jungle Jim, later to become the Air Commandos and Special Operations, program in 1961.  He was assigned as a transport pilot first and later became a A-26 pilot.  His awards include two(2) purple hearts, air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Force Cross, Good Conduct Medal, Natl Def Service Medal, and Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal.  He was survived by his widow and three children.

McBride Library at Keesler AFB is named after Edward “Hoss” McBride a T-28 driver in Vietnam and a Raven FAC in Laos.  The library is a very modern facility and currently has 16,000 Sq Feet and is the only library in the AF named after a Commando.  Due to Katrina they are going to move it to a new location and they will have about 30,000 sq feet.  They have a Raven room which has pictures, books, uniforms and other memorabilia of Ravens and Hoss.   The Libarian told me that this is the most visited room for people coming in.  they would like to get some more FAC, Raven or aircraft pictures to decorate the new library since they got more space now.  If you have anything to donate to the library (FAC books, pictures of FAC and Air Commandos, etc) please send it to the following address: McBride Library Bldfg 222, Attn Librarian William Province, 512 Larcher Blvd, Keesler AFB, MS 39534-2345 Tel 228-377-2604/2181, email William.province@keesler.af.mil.
Major Edward Ernest McBride a Mississippi country-boy, called "Hoss" since a youngster because of his huge , lumbering frame, whose name is on the largest USAF Air Training Command library at Keesler AFB, MS is remembered by his comrades as a great pilot and as wonderful human being who gave his life for his country.  Hoss was always very popular because of his gentle personality and his ability to create beautiful music with his guitar.  His trademarks were his guitar and his ever present cigar.  This library is the only library in the USAF named after a person and an Air Commando and is the largest and most modern of all the Air Training libraries.  Because of the nature of his mission on the day he died, what he was doing was never really published.   That is exemplified in the dedication of the library which simply stated he was killed while performing FAC duty in hostile conflict with an armed enemy in Southeast Asia.  Hoss was a member of the Air Commandos and a Raven Forward Air Controller(FAC).  On the day he died he was flying an O-1 aircraft as a Raven FAC near Savannakhet, Laos-the secret war in South East Asia as the newspaper at the time used to call it.  The book "The Ravens" by Christopher Robins give an account of the Ravens and how Major McBride "Raven 30"  was killed in action on 27 Nov., 1968.  Work is being done to turn this book into a movie.

Major McBride was born on 20 Dec., 1930 in Hattiesburg, Miss.  He graduated from Demonstration High School on 27 May, 1949.  He met his future wife Helen Giraldo, of Bogota, Colombia while she was a exchange student at Miss Southern College and he was a bus driver.  It was love at first sight-she knew very little English and Hoss knew no Spanish.  An interpreter was used until the language barrier was overcome.  He married Giraldo on 13 Sept., 1953 in Hattiesburg, Miss.  He enlisted in the USAF on 16 April, 1952 and later went through the Aviation Cadet program and graduated in Class 53G.  He was commissioned as a 2nd Lt and as a USAF pilot on 16 June, 1956 in Brian, Texas.  He immediately started flying fighter aircraft.  On 15 May, as a member of the 38 FIS, he was scrambled in his F-86 from Ituzuke AB, Japan to help locate and recover a lost aircraft in extremely hazardous weather.  He located the aircraft and successfully help recover it.  For this he was awarded a DFC.   In 1963 he graduated from Southern Miss College, Hattiesburg, MS.  He served in Panama with the 605 Air Commando Squadron and flew T-28 and U-10 aircraft.  He served in several South American countries with Military Training Teams(MTT) teaching their Air Forces how to conduct special operations against insurgent forces.  He went to the FAC school at Hurlburt Field and was assigned to SEA as a Raven FAC in 1968.  The Raven FAC volunteers and were assigned to the "Secret War in Laos."  Maj McBride was assigned to the Air Operations Center at Savannakhet, Laos, after an exciting tour at Long Chen Genral Vang Pao's Headquarters which the papers used to refer to as the CIA secret operating base.  Savannakhet is located in Southwest Laos on the Mekong across from the Thailand border.   Hoss was well like by  everyone at this base and his guitar made him a particular favorite.  According to the book "The Ravens" Hoss would make candy runs over the towns and friendly troops with his O-1.  He would throw candy and gum out of the windows to the kids in the street or the friendly troops on the ground.  On 27 Nov., 68 he observed a column of troops which he considered as friendly because they didn't scattered at the sound of his aircraft, and waved at him as he passed over.  He returned to throw candy to them, and as he was doing this, the North Vietnamese troops who he took for friendlies opened fired and a single round of .30 caliber hit him in the armpit and traveled through to his chest.  The O-1 crashed upside down in a nearby river where he died.  He was buried in Hattiesburg, MS next to his father.  He is survived by his widow Giraldo who lives in Bogota, Colombia, a daughter Becky McBride who lives in Canoga Park, CA, a son who is a curator of a museum in Cartagena, Colombia, and his mother, a sister and two brothers who all live in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  The aircraft he flew include the F-86, T-28, O-1, and U-10.  His decorations included the distinguished Flying Cross with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star, Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and Purple Heart.  He was one of the most popular pilots in the Air Commando and will always be remembered by his comrades as a fine pilot and human
Chowning Scott D LtCol , 334 TRS/CC",  <Scott.Chowning@keesler.af.mil>
Very much appreciate your support and we'll put anything you guys have to good use recognizing both the Air Commandos and Capt Cody...dc. Lt Col Doug Chowning 
Commander , 334th Training Squadron , (228) 377-3208 ,Cell (228) 326-2335 
scott.chowning@keesler.af.mil
John R. Pattee, 
PATTEE, John R. Passed away Monday, Oct. 22, 2007. John was born in Los Angeles and attended college at UCLA where he was an outstanding track athlete. John joined the United States Air Force in 1953. John retired a Colonel in the U.S. Air Force. John served three tours of duty in Vietnam where he was awarded a Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal. John is one of a few members of the Air Commando's Hall of Fame. John was a true American hero. 
He is survived by his wife Betty and sister Barbara Pattee and many close friends in Southern California. John will be buried with full military honors at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, San Antonio, Texas. 
Published in the Los Angeles Times on 10/27/2007

"Doug Blair" dblair@gnt.net, John Pattee Air Commando Death


  Thjanks for sending this bad news along. I knew Col Pattee fairly well, He was one of the original cadre of Pliots that flew the first A1Es at Hurlburt. We ferried 10 from Arizona in mid 63 and he was in the first group of Pilots. we had gotten on loan two from Navy Jax earlier and he was one of the easiest guys I ever worked with. He truly was a Gentleman and I am saddened by his passing. At that time there was not alot of corparate knowledge about that airplane and we all sort of learned at the same time.   Doug
Col. William A. Jones III, Medal of Honor recipient.  On Sept. 1, 1968, William Atkinson Jones, then an Air Force lieutenant colonel, and an A-1E Skyraider pilot, risked his life in an attempted rescue mission near Dong Hoi, North Vietnam. He was an Air Commando, assigned to the 602nd Special Operations Squadron.  He was leading a flight of four A-1H Skyraider aircraft on an escort mission for two helicopters sent out for the rescue of a downed F-4 Phantom pilot. 

Arriving over the area, Jones made several low passes across a valley to find the pilot and pinpoint enemy gun positions. On one pass, he felt an explosion beneath his aircraft and his cockpit was filled with smoke. After the smoke cleared, he continued his search and finally spotted the downed pilot near a towering rock formation. Enemy gunners occupying a position near the top of the formation opened fire on the propeller-driven Skyraider. 

Jones realized that the gun position had to be destroyed before a rescue could be made and that strikes against it would endanger the survivor unless his location was known. He attacked with cannon and rocket fire while relaying the pilot's location by radio. While making his second pass, his aircraft was hit and cockpit was set ablaze. He sought to eject but the damaged extraction system only jettisoned the canopy without pulling him from the cockpit. At the same time his transmissions to the rescue force were being blocked by repeated calls from other aircraft that he bail out. 

Before the fire died out, Jones was badly burned and his radio transmitters were disabled. 

He chose to return to base to report the downed pilot's exact location. Despite his severe burns, he landed his damaged aircraft safely, and insisted on passing on the vital information before receiving medical treatment. The downed pilot was rescued later that day. 

The Medal of Honor was awarded to Colonel Jones for his selfless heroism, but he died in an aircraft accident Nov. 15, 1969, in the United States before it could be presented to him. He was 47. His widow received the decoration from President Richard M. Nixon at the White House Aug. 6, 1970. 

Source compiled from Air Force Special Operations Command Office of History and the Air Force Historical Studies Office. 

Joseph Holden, aceusaf@earthlink.net, Subject: F-51
Thanks for the F-51 clip. I was fortunate enough to fly the 51 in advanced at Williams AFB. I recall that I was really pissed because the class was split and half of us got F-51s and the other half got F-80s, and to this day I recall my instructor saying "don't worry, someday when you tell people you flew the F-51 they will be impressed, if you tell them you flew the F-80 they will yawn" he was correct. I had another tour in the F-51when I returned from Korea. I was assigned to the 113th FIS at Scott AFB, at that time it was a National Guard Squadron and I was only the third AF type to be assigned, they were flying a combination of F-51Hs and Ds. Shortly after I arrived several more AF types arrived and we went to California to pick up several IRANd F-51D. That was the only time I flew a F-51 with under wing tanks, it slowed the cruise by about thirty miles an hour. Incidentally the T-28B/D if slick(no guns no pylons) would cruise about 210Knots which was about fifty miles an hour faster than a F-47 would cruise and only thirty MPH slower than a 51. I got to go to gunnery practice at Yuma and found out I couldn't hit shit with an F-51. We converted to the 85th FIS and got about twenty pilots right out of flying school, none of whom had ever flown a tail dragger, we checked them out by having them fly in the back seat of a T-6 and when they could land OK in that we checked them out in the F-51. I think I already told you that the first one pulled the wings off buzzing his wife's house and the second one ground looped on his first landing.  Joe Holden
Thanks Joe—great story because we don’t have too many people have flown the F-51.

John Dorris, john.dorris@sbcglobal.net, Address Change
Gene, Please update my contact information as we recently relocated to Bend, Oregon.  Thanks, Maj Gen (ret) John and Debbie Dorris,  ACA member # L-3476, 1288 SW Simpson Ave, Suite I-56, Bend, OR 97702-3196, Home:  541-306-3748. Cell:  314-616-5920
Will have the changes made.

Brian Grady, bigbritxs@yahoo.com, AC47 Crew listing
I stumbled across your website for the Air Commando Association. It has a page listing all of the AC47D Gunship Crews and contact information. My father, BL Grady  (Call sign "Rosie") was a Spooky Flight Engineer for the year of 1966. He served onboard AC47D #80274, the same Aircraft that collided with an OV10 in December of 1968. (He returned to Viet Nam in the year of 1969 serving onboard a U10). Anyway, I would like to add him to this listing. Please tell me exactly how I can do that for him. I am ex-military as well and very proud of his service. I appreciate your time on this.

Respectfully, Brian L. Grady

Will get it done.

Ed Stein, <estein1945@hotmail.com>
I was with the 23rd TASS at NKP [O2's], early '68, Feb thru May, before TDY to Ubon.
I remember one or two of our birds returning with small arms battle damage. Most notable was a day bird equipped a troop/environmental sniffer unit. It took about 5 or 6 hits mid airframe. Took out his SIFF, and one round the went through the radio rack and exited the rear engine scoop. I also remember that the pilot was a former B52 jockey [6'2" about 250lbs] and was none to happy about flying O2's. I wonder why?? 
Is there anything in particular that you were looking for? Ed Stein, 23rd TASS
NKP/Ubon '68.

Thanks for the input.  
 Harry Bright, <rosetat2@atlanticbb.net>
 Here is a question for any of you that were at NKP during 
 Sep.15,1967 to Sep.10, 1968: Do you remember any plane that was battle damaged and 
 returned to NKP under its own power? If so, please tell me 
 what you remember.  Harry Bright,  NKP 1967-1968, Hurlburt Field 1966-1967.
I will put this in the ACA Newsletter

Bob Gallagher, A1SparkyNKP@aol.com
As an aircraft electrician with the 56 FMS we knew the "TT"  squadron tail letter Skyraiders as the "FIREFLYS."  The other 2 squadrons were the HOBOS (TC), and the ZORROS (TS). http://www.firefly33.com/
http://members.tripod.com/~vet2/fallon.html
http://hh43b-husky.net/det938tharrsq/d938arrsq.htm
“Firefly” was the standard call sign of the 602nd SOS.
http://skyraider.org/skyassn/skysqds.htm#anchor888015
 “Sandy” was the call sign used by NKP aircraft assigned to SAR missions.

Bob Gallagher, 56 F.M.S. Electric Shop, NKP Thailand  69 – 70
Thanks for the info and web sites.

pjk, udorn02@optonline.net,  NKP, Thailand site with a lot of pictures. http://www.pbase.com/635thk9/conklin_airbasenkp 
Dennis Lewis, DWLVNV@aol.com, Msgt, USAF, Retired, The Wall-USA Memorial for Captain Robert Simpson
Eugene, My name is Dennis Lewis and I became an Air Commando in Nov. 1962. That is a wonderful photo of Robert you posted on his memorial .. remembering is so important .. I hope you can get the info you need for his family. My guys and I arrived at Bien Hoa on Feb. 13, 1963 aboard a Navy C-118D after a long flight from Hurlburt, I was 19 years old. Captain Condon Hunter Terry was with us and as I am sure you know we lost him out of Soc Trang on June 27, 1963. While helping him into the cockpit of #375 that morning I was the last person to touch him in life. I visit his grave in Dallas every year and was there just last month. http://www.virtualwall.org/dt/TerryCH01a.htm   http://www.thewall-usa.com/guest.asp?recid=51443  I spent 18 months with the 605th ACS in Panama 64-66 and was in Peru with Capt. James Harper when he was killed, he was a pall bearer for Connie in 1963 in Dallas. You may have already seen this photo but I'll send it anyway, it is one of my favorites, Capt. Gochnauer was killed in an ultra lite accident in 05, after all he went through in Nam. and Eric Koutchak passed in 1999.  Best Regards,  Dennis Lewis, MSgt, USAF, Retired, Alvin, Tx

Thanks Dennis.  I will put this in the ACA Newsletter.


"Ron Knief",  <ronknief@sbcglobal.net>
I had a childhood friend that was either aircrew on Spooky or Spectre gunships. He was killed in a crash at Udorn on landing - I believe. I have provided what information I could to the remaining relatives of his death but wonder if any of your org. can provide any further information.  His name was David Aili, Staff Sergeant,   ID No:          19418734 .  Thanx , Ron Knief ronknief@sbcglobal.net
I will put this in the ACA Newsletter and you should get some help.
“Iwo Kimes", <iwobarb@cox.net>  New developments in the wake of last week's attempted bombings in London and Glasgow... The English are feeling the pinch in relation to recent terrorist threats and have raised their security level from "Miffed" to "Peeved." Soon, though, security levels may be raised yet again to "Irritated" or even "A Bit Cross." Londoners have not been "A Bit Cross" since the blitz in 1940 when tea supplies all but ran out. Terrorists themselves have been re-categorized from "Tiresome" to "A Bloody Nuisance." The last time the British issued a "Bloody Nuisance" warning level was during the great fire of 1666.  Other European countries are reacting as follows: The French government announced yesterday that it has raised its terror alert level from "Run" to "Hide." The only two higher levels in France are "Surrender" and "Collaborate." The rise was precipitated by a recent fire that destroyed France's white flag factory, effectively paralyzing the country's military capability.  Italy has increased the alert level from "Shout Loudly and Excitedly" to "Elaborate Military Posturing." Two more levels remain: "Ineffective Combat Operations" and "Change Sides." Germany raised their alert state from "Disdainful Arrogance" to "Dress in Uniform and Sing Marching Songs." They also have two higher levels: "Invade a Neighbor" and "Lose." Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday as usual, and the only threat they are worried about is NATO pulling out of Brussels. The Spanish are all excited to see their new submarines ready to deploy. These beautifully designed subs have glass bottoms so the new Spanish navy can get a really good look at the old Spanish navy.
Thanks for this hilarious account of our allies.
"Robert Leonard, (KIEV/OFM\)" <rleonard@usaid.gov>
This is long overdue and I could claim work and that would be partly true.  I am in Kyiv and have been here since October 06 and will be here until sometime in December.  Was a 9 month TDY and needless to say the time was extended.  I was in Laos from Aug 1973 until forced out 1975 and enjoyed the time while there.  I was with the USAID Finance Office and not in auditing and spent all days but a few in the Vientiane Office.  We lived at the housing compound that was called KM-6.  It was here that the Communists surrounded and blocked exit and eventually the spouses and children were allowed to leave and after a period of time most employees departed while most of the controller shop remained while negotiations were ongoing to get back into the office.  Once in we closed out and the biggest chore was to pay off all of the local employees. Regards, Bob Leonard.
Thanks for the account Bob.
 
 John Robertson, john@specialforcesroh.com.  Just letting you know what has been added in August to Special Forces Roll Of Honour - http://www.specialforcesroh.com
Roll of honour entries : 762, Award entries : 179, Links : 0, Images : 192

If you have any information, pictures that you would like to add to the site, please email it to me, john@specialforcesroh.com, Best regards, John Robertson 

Thanks for the information.

"R L Herrick",  <rl_herrick@hotmail.com>
 The Firefly33 link is actually: http://www.firefly33.com/ .  I'm on the board of directors of Task Force Omega, a non-profit organization pushing for the accountability and return of all our warriors.  TFO was organized and is still chaired by Col Earl Hopper, a WWII, Korean and Vietnam veteran after his son, Earl Jr was shot down over North Vietnam. The TFO website is a work in progress with the addition and update of case work and biographical information of our POWs and MIAs.  The most complete information we have about brother James Wayne Herrick, Jr. disappearance is on the TFO website at:  http://www.taskforceomegainc.org/H115.html. Roger

Thanks for the information

Chuck,  ChuckandKit@aol.com, F-111 at NKP

I heard there was some sort of semi secret F-111 base at Khon Kien, south and little west of NKP.  Khon Kien was over SW of Udorn IIRC?  Remember going there and seeing the huge new dam they had just finished along with the sitting Buddha that you could climb up the stairs inside and look through Buddha's eyes upon the huge lake that the dam created.  There was a training base Of sorts there for Lao mercenaries.  I had an friend that later became an FBI SA that I met in San Francisco when I was assigned there who had pictures of himself there near the dam with his "guys" when he was an SF Captain.  Beautiful area but I dont know of an airbase there.  I think there was a Marine Corps base at Nam Phong which is also just west of Udorn/Ramasun Station.  Chuck 

John  Binfield" ,<jbinfield@tampabay.rr.com>
According to my info, the airbase at Khon Kien that you speak of was built by the USAF.  I always understood that it was an emergency landing base but I had heard scuttlebutt about F-111's.  They trained "Laotian irregulars" there and also had SF and CIA working out of there.  The USMC first arrived for business in June 1972 and left in September 1973.  The base was officially called RTAFB Nam Phong or as we called it MCAS Rose Garden.  Attached is courtesy of Larry Hughes from Col Amos "Mule" Parker's F4.  BTW, the dam is "Nam Phong Hydro-electiric".  L/Cpl John Binfield, USMC 1971-75, 1341 Engineer Equipment Mechanic, Bulk Fuel, Sub Unit 1, H&S Co. 3rd FSR, 3rd MarDiv.  In support of 1st Marine Aircraft Wing combat operations, Task Force Delta, MCAS Rose Garden, RTAFB Nam Phong, Thailand, 1972-73
Thanks for the information.
"Gene Adcock", <gadcock@tacsurv.com>
I have opened a Wikipedia file for Combat Control.  

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User_talk:USAF_Combat_Control_Team_%28CCT%29
 I am looking for wide-spread distribution of the URL and lots of input from Combat Controllers, past, present and future. Your assistance is spreading the word would be appreciated.  If we do it right, we will be writing our own history book. Sincerely,

 Gene Adcock, CMSgt, USAF (CCT) Retired , Tactical & Survival Specialties, Inc. (TSSI).

OD, odiorneta@charter.net
I never hear of Project Heavy Green dealing with Laos, fill me in. I know the Coast Guard had Loran Stations in Thailand, but do not think they ever headed to Laos. Were you saying the Coast Guard wore Uniforms in Laos? DEPCH sent Air Force and Army Personnel to Laos and ran or supported several Projects, I know of 404, Waterpump and Peppergrinder. Ran is the wrong word, guess I should of stayed with supported, but they provided the military personnel, supplies etc for these different Projects. Heavy Green is unknown to me.

"Jim Avery", <JimAvery@schumacher-dugan.com>
"Heavy Green" was the project name for the LS 85 radar site on Phou Pha Thi, Laos.  Commando Club was the code name used to identify the ground directed bombing unit there (Combat Skyspot was the code name to identify the GDB units in VN and Thailand).  The personnel that operated the equipment in Laos as part of Heavy Green were sheep dipped, were employed by Lockheed and carried a Lockheed ID card.  The crews that constructed/built the radar site were AF, wore civilian clothes and carried no ID cards or weapons.  Transportation and support was furnished by Air Am.  Operations which were cross border could be identified usually by the "Heavy" label.

Jim Avery, Combat Skyspot.

Thanks for the information. 

 

 
Kham, KManiT28FB@aol.com, Water Pump start at Udorn from 64. 

There were B-Team (Thai) pilot who worked out of Vientiane.   I used to watch and count them coming from Udorn in the morning and return to Udorn at the end of the day, and sometime they all didn’t return back but that did not deter me to join the RLAF.  I was on the 3rd class of 10 on late 65 and earned my wing in May 66.  I returned back to Udorn in late 70 for C/AC-47 transition. And C-123 K in 72 at Vientiane by our famous friends Air America.

Kham CPK Red.

Thanks Kham.

Ed Douglas. <edouglas@stx.rr.com>
When I was with Waterpump ('65) everyone who worked up country for any
length of time was interviewed by Sullivan's AIRA (I believe his name was
Col Greene) prior to receiving an ID card..  The Ambassador was very 
gracious and invited us to his home from time to time (even the enlisted)
In about 1998 I attended a Hmong reunion in Indiana.  One of the attendees
was the then Ambassador to Laos Wendy J. Chamberlin....a fox!!! 

Ed Douglas

Thanks for the fox report.

"MacAlan Thompson", <mactbkk@gmail.com>
Ed--That was Wendy Chamberlin's third Lao tour.  2nd was about 1977 as a junior State Dept officer.  Her fist tour was 1972 for a couple years with IVS, International Voluntary Services.  She was a teacher at the Lycee' up near the Monument on Lane Xang Avenue. 
FYI, Wendy came out and made two jumps with the skydiving club an Ozzie friend and I started in 1973.  Yes, great gal!  Mac—some great web sites below
http://www.mideasti.org/about/about_officers_chamberlin.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wendy_Chamberlin
Thanks for the second FOX report.


"William Frank", cars@discover-net.net. Nha Trang 15 / 90 sos
Maintenance support  age.  Bill
Charles F. Spicka, GunshipII@aol.com, Final Flight - General Russell E. Dougherty.   R etired General Russell E. Doughertydied Friday, Sept. 7 at the age of 87.  Over his 34 years in the Air Force, Dougherty was considered one the Air Force’s best thinkers and planners.  He started military life as a 15-year-old bugler in the Kentucky National Guard, ending his USAF career as commander in chief of Strategic Air Command.  At age 12, Dougherty decided he wanted to be a lawyer and nothing else, but that changed when he flew a B-29 in World War II.  After earning his law degree in 1948, he held several judge advocate general positions, but he left the JAG corps in 1952, taking a refresher B-29 course and joining SAC.  He held various staff and command positions in SAC and at Air Force, joint, and international levels.  In 1974, he became CINCSAC.   General Dougherty was one of the nicest individuals I met during my 30 years in the USAF. He was a three-star in the Pentagon during my tour on the Air Staff.  He was a strong supporter of the USAF Fixed-wing Gunship program and a mentor.  May he Rest in Peace.  Charles F. Spicka, USAF (ret.) Oceanside, Calif.
- Ubon, Thai. (AC-130 Gunships).  .   .'68 - '69
Thanks for the input Charlie
 
"'Doc' Wagner",  <av8rdoc@yahoo.com>'Doc' Wagner, Flight Surgeon report.
 We have a much better handle on cardiac risk these days, and we know a lot more about Preventive Medicine.  Chappie James had all the indicators: overweight black male, Type-A personality, job stress to the max.  Don't know his family history, but presume it was loaded with high blood pressure, diabetes, stroke, etc.  I suspect his condition was somewhat known, but he was never grounded from flying prior to retirement...political factors perhaps?
I've put younger men in body bags.  After meeting a troop in the morgue, I pulled the 35 year old Army aviator's medical record, and discovered a seriously abnormal EKG (heart tracing) on his most recent flight physical.  It had been signed-off as "normal", and filed.
After a lifetime of flight physicals, I can say that some waivers for flying were granted by HQ USAF/Surgeon that would have been declined at base level.  Found a 3-Star UNCINC in Seoul who was flying F-15's with a seriously scrambled heartbeat.  HQ's restriction was for multi-crew aircraft, but he wasn't grounded.  Knew a C-9A pilot who was a 'Zoomie', and therefore given a waiver for transport type aircraft although he was too tall for ANY cockpit.  His knees rested against the console with the seat full aft.   I figured he had Marfan's Syndrome (Abe Lincoln's condition), but I wasn't his doc.  Another case was a USAF NATO E-3 navigator who was nearly blind, and wore contacts that were not allowed at the time....instant waiver for political reasons.  Likewise, I suspect Chappie had pals in high places, but he'd have been clobbered badly in an F-4 ejection.  'SpyDoc'
Thanks Doc for the medical inputs 

Ed (Mofak) Cathcart ,USMC, Ret.
Young, silver bar, Dick Moller was a fearless fighter pilot. He was quick to volunteer for dangerous missions during his Death Angel tour in Vietnam.  Dick was on my wing on some hair-raising flights. Dick would put his ordnance on target with deadly accuracy which impressed me because I hated returning to a target. Dick agreed that a 12 o'clock hit was a miss and he easily adapted to my steep
dive and high speed patterns. 
The first combat sortie I flew with Dick was in support of grunts northeast of Khe Sanh. The FAC reported an NVA unit in an area of  thick jungle about 200 by 300 meters. The NVA were cornered by the Grunts who didn't relish a hand to hand, tree to tree engagement. We carried the much requested load of two 2,000 LB bombs with 3 ft. daisy-cutter fuzes along with 8 zuni rockets and 440 rounds of 20 MM per Crusader. The Marines were hunkered down about 200 meters away which demanded our utmost accuracy. "We'll split this target into four equal sections." I briefed Dick. "I have the left two segments and you take the right two."  We rolled in from 10,000 ft in a 60 degree dive. Pickle was at 6,500 feet and we were out of the run by 2000 feet. The daisy-cutter fuze detonated the bomb three feet above the ground and destroyed the trees in the first segment. Dash Two leveled all trees to the right of my drop. Our next two runs completely cleared the rest of the 200 foot high jungle area. Dick matched me bomb for bomb!  Each run brought shouts of glee from the FAC. The entire target area was reduced to toothpicks and axe handles. The accolades from the grunts and the FAC were nice, but the mission was just a routine, one pointer, ordnance delivery.
The most exciting mission I had with Dick was a Scramble against a Sam site just North of the DMZ. Dick and I had the suppression Hot Pad. Each F-8E had 16 Zuni rockets loaded in one 4-shot pod on each wing and four 2-shot launchers on the fuselage rails along with 440 rounds of 20mm. The afternoon dragged until sunset. Then the bell sounded!  We were given a mission number, the target description, target location, and the controlling agency. Upon hearing the word SAM, I thought. "Hit a SAM site with rockets and bullets in the dark!  DFC!"   We raced to the birds we had pre-flighted upon assuming the Hot Pad. Caulkins and Russeth had us started and taxiing within moments. Five minutes after the launch order we were airborne to the South. We radioed while in a climbing right turn. "Condole, Wagecut twelve, two Crusaders, mission number twelve, airborne DaNang zero eight."  Dick was joined up within 90 degrees even though he hated those tight turns over the PX.
We flew North at maximum speed to conserve daylight. We needed visibility at the DMZ.  A SAM target had not been expected so we briefed how to handle a SAM launch. "Dash two, if the ALQ emits a high PRF after passing Phu Bai, we will split-S to the deck." The ALQ was growling softly, sort of like a cat being stroked. "If you spot flame or smoke from a rocket launch, call 'SAM' and we'll go for the deck." 
Approaching Phu Bai, we contacted the FAC. He responded in a high-pitched voice, "I watched a SAM launch from the DMZ!  The location is 360 degrees about six miles from my position. The Sa came from the northeast side of the wide bend in the Ben Hai River, northwest of Con Thien. I will control your strike from my present position."  We arrived overhead the FAC.  He provided a heading to the SAM site by pulling the Birddog's nose up and launching a WP rocket in the direction we were to fly. We flew North until we spotted the large bend in the river.  200 meters to the Northeast we saw two
cleared areas built up like SAM launching positions.
"Dash two," I said,  "We'll run a left hand pattern at 10000 ft. with a 70 degree dive from west to east. Use upper guns during the run. Ripple the wing rockets first, one pod each run."  After completing a 180 degree turn we were west of the target heading south. I called, "One in hot." I rolled the crusader over hard 90 degrees to the left until inverted and pulled the nose down through the target. I then rolled the F-8 back upright and began tracking the Sam site. Tracer fire commenced floating upwards towards me. Abruptly, the rounds would accelerate and zip past the aircraft in fiery streaks. I triggered the guns and called, "Dash Two, I'm taking fire! Use your guns from the start of your run!  Pull out left!  Wagon Wheel!  Roll in further around the circle on each run." At 6500 feet I pickled the left wing rocket pod. The four Zunis flamed bright white as they "Whooshed" toward the SAM site. I pulled off target and made a climbing left turn. Two called, "In hot!" I watched dash two take fire on his dive.  His Zunis impacted the center of the target. I said, "Perfect hit, two! One in hot!"  I was in again as two pulled off. I booted the rudders and porpoised the aircraft while hosing down the target area. I fired
the right wing pod of zunis and called off .  Tracers were passing Dash two in his pattern to the roll in point. Darkness had set in, but the residual fires from our hits gave us a mark. We continued making passes, firing the fuselage Zunis two at a time. The bright "Whoosh!" of the fired rockets caused a momentary blindness. When the upper guns were empty, we switched to "Lower" and continued to strafe. Heavy tracer fire came from locations all around the target. It was like a flak trap. Steady flames began rising from the target.  We expended the last zunis and called pulling off south. We sped past the Covey FAC who was still anchored six clicks away. He said, "I gave you one hundred percent target coverage but can't pass on more BDA until after daylight." "Roger." I responded, "That's a 121!"  In Condole code, number 121 meant, "You must have me confused with someone who gives a shit.
Dick and I were fortunate. The AAA was the heaviest I had experienced. Maybe our high speeds and steep dive angles had confounded the gunners. I was grateful for having Dick as my wingman on the SAM scramble. Some pilots might have found a downing gripe and I would have been alone.
Dick left the Corps after returning to CONUS.  He is now retired from a successful airline career. Thank you Dick Moller for being a brave, dedicated and exceptional pilot in Vietnam.  Mofak
Enjyed the story.


"Jimmie Butler", jimmieb@earthlink.net, General Olds Funeral
 I just got around to looking through the Air Commando August edition and noticed the nice coverage on General Olds.  Maybe this is news that is too old to be of any more interest, but I took a few hundred photos.  When the mortuary officer saw me show up with my camera, she asked if I'd get a lot of pictures of her honor guard.  I'd done some good things for her at past funerals of classmates.  So I gave her pics and she passed them on to his family, as well.  If you see an opportunity to publish any, I could send you a few whenever they might be useful.  I'm starting a radiation sequence tomorrow for an early diagnosis of prostate cancer this spring.  So I'm hoping to have that all finished and behind me be November.  Jimmie

Jimmie we are praying for you to recover totally.

 

Jerry Karnes, Jkarnes@texapp.com, Udorn RTAFB

I was assigned to the 432nd USAF Hospital as a medic but often went on Mekong Patrol with the T-28 guys and, on occasion, with the Jolly Green Giants. We knew how to get them better food than what came from the flight-line kitchen and having a medic along for any flight was always a welcome deal for most officers. I have never seen anything about the guys with Continental Air Services on any of the Thailand websites but I was good friends with several of them and those dudes did some pretty amazing things for Air America at Udorn. I would love to hear from anyone with the hospital, the T-28 drivers or with CAS/Air America during 1968/69/70.Thanks.  Jerry M. Karnes, President, Texas Applications Specialists, Inc., 2915 Hollow Creek Dr., Houston, TX 77082, (281)558-4696

Thanks Jerry-we’ll put it in the Newsletter.

Laos Page.  Here is the web site I ran across these stats, it gives the most complete picture of what went on in Laos that I have ever ran across. The problem it is about 80 pages long. 

http://www.utdallas.edu/library/collections/speccoll/Leeker/laos2.pdf
Ray Roddy, <ray.roddy@gmail.com> 

John, Cricket was one of the command and control orbits in the
7thACCS. In 1972, there were five orbits, Cricket, Alleycat,
Hillsboro, Moonbeam and Trump. Moonbeam (night) and Hillsboro (day)
covered the Steel Tiger area. Alleycat (night) and Cricket (day)
covered the Barrel Roll. Trump was initially an Igloo White orbit and
later also flew the Comfy Gator mission. In April of 72, the squadron
left Udorn and moved to Korat. The battlestaff aboard the EC-130Es
were the designated representatives of the 7AF commander. The mission statement:
Primary: To provide the commander 7AF and/or his designated alternate
with a survivable on-scene, instant forward air control of 7AF resources. To provide wide-area control of all services, FAC, strike, RECCE, and support aircraft, and supporting artillery and naval gunfire operating in … areas of control."
Secondary: "To provide on-scene target analysis and to direct FAC and strike aircraft to the most lucrative targets available consistent with the rules of engagement and the directives of Commander 7AF. To assist in search and rescue (SAR) as required.
If it happened in Laos, 7ACCS was there.  Ray

Thanks Ray.

The Chinese road into Laos-- was of a big interest to AIRA.  Air America had a modified C-45 with turbo props (called a Volpar) had hidden cameras installed in it.  It was a great little plane with those turbo-props and enjoyed riding in it.  They were the ones taking pictures of the road which I think was about 25 miles long being built by the Chinese in Laos with agreement from the Laotian Government.  I believe there were some F-4 recon sorties flown against it.  The Russian mil attache went to Col Tyrell (AIRA) and requested pictures of the road and this really created a stir in the AIRA office.  We had a secure voice telephone, in those days it wasn't the greatest, and telephones went directly from our source to the White House for guidance.  I don't recall what exactly happened on the guidance of giving the pixs to the Russians but it sure generated a lot of interest.  Why did the Russians want it?  
"Gerry Frazier", frazierg@cox.net,Chinese Road into Laos
The aircraft you are referring to was the Volpar conversion of the Beech Model 18.  Air America just called it the Volpar.  The conversion from the basic C-45-type Beechcraft involved tricycle gear, turbo-props, and those large side windows in the passenger compartment.  Those were the largest passenger windows I ever saw on any airplane.  I rode in it once from Savannakhet to Vientiane and agree it was a nice airplane, but it was loud.  I still have tinnitus that I blame on too many rides in planes like that, and I didn't fly nearly as much as others did. The reason the Russians were interested in the road was because they and the Chinese were not exactly pals by that time.  The Russians were as concerned as we were that the road might be an invasion route from China into Thailand.  However, as you point out, the Chinese evidently upgraded the road in response to a long standing agreement with some faction of the Lao government - maybe even the RLG in Vientiane, and when they finshed their improvements, they packed up and went home.  Somebody asked a day or two ago if the road was ever attacked.  The correct answer is "not exactly."  There was an especially zealous Raven FAC who followed a truck convoy one day while calling for air to attack what he assumed was a large North Vietnamese convoy, even though it was well southwest of the areas where we normally dealt with the NVA.  The convoy entered the "Chinese Road" from the east, what happened next was not illogical - just unusual.  The FAC, following this large convoy of about 75 trucks, succeeded in talking up the target until ABCCC sent him some F-4s and a recce bird to document the proud moment.  The fighters were duly directed on said convoy, with the customary "numerous destroyed vehicles, secondary explosions and sustained fires that basically lasted a couple of days.  A great victory, until he debriefed where it was, and people matched the debrief against post-strike recce photos.  I no longer recall the name of the nearest village, but it was basically at the north end of Rte 46, where it heads southwest toward the Mekong.  The FAC was a great warrior, but not so hot as a navigator, and he had strayed a bit outside his area.  The trucks were not Vietnamese, but probably Chinese.  There was a good bit of consternation in the Embassy about what to do under the circumstances.  The FAC had busted the ROE in a couple of ways, but nobody wanted to ignore the handsome BDA stats.  I was told this FAC received a Silver Star, along with a letter of reprimand for this mission.  Anyhow, the FAC didn't attack the road - just that nice big convoy.  And speaking of AAA incidents on the road, not only was the F-4 from Udorn hit there, but one of the two-or-three Volpars based at Udorn was hit by what we assumed to be an 85mm AAA shell and Jim Rhine (spelling?), the AAM chief pilot was injured.  He lost a foot due to injury from the shell burst, but the second pilot aboard was able to fly the damaged aircraft back to Udorn and get him to a doctor.  The Volpar on that mission was not performing recon - it was dropping leaflets offering a reward for information about a missing AAM or CASI C-123 crew as I recall.  Regards to All, Gerry Frazier, NKP - TFA Intel 1969-70, Udorn - HQ 7/13AF Intel 1970-72
Vientiane - Project 404 Air Intel 1972-73

Thanks Gerry for the information.
Kham RLAF, KManiT28FB@aol.com
That remind me of one mission when I still station at LP. After the bombing mission we used to fly by the Chinese built road, occasionally I would gave them a little air show, without telling the lead I rolled my T-28 down and buzzing the road workers followed by some aileron rolls and climb up joining the flight, they would enjoy the show and wave to me. The Prince you Mention could Be Ltc. Prince Mangkhala Souvanna Phouma (old friend of Bill Keller), he occasionally flew in the U-17 with Bob Downs or Don Moody (Butterfly FAC, predecessor of the Ravens) and I believed they tried to take picture of the road and got shot at. I remember that we took a flight of 4 T-28 up and bombed them, it was a surprise to them, they never though we would bomb unarmed worker, there're a lot of KIA. That was the 1st and only attack I remember. After that the road was guard by AAA from 12.8 mm, 14.5 mm, 23 mm and 37 mm. They would shot any plane that got within their range.  We did lose Lt. Liao Phaysane to the 37 mm AAA in Muong Xai area.There some link that might be interest and give some idea about this story or incident.  Kham CPK Red. Thanks for the info of the Chinese road which all of us in 404 were interested in.

Agent Orange--20 September 1968 : U.S. officials defend use of defoliants. U.S. military spokesmen defend the use of defoliants in Vietnam at a news conference in Saigon, claiming that the use of the agents in selected areas of South Vietnam had neither appreciably altered the country's ecology, nor produced any harmful effects on human or animal life.
However, a paper released at the same news conference by Dr. Fred T. Shirley, a U.S. Agriculture Department expert, suggested that U.S. officials in Saigon were underestimating the extent of ecological damage caused in Vietnam by defoliating agents and that they had caused "undeniable ecological damage" and that "recovery may take a long time." Defoliation had been used in Vietnam since 1961 to reduce the dense jungle foliage so communist forces could not use it for cover, as well as to deny the enemy use of crops needed for subsistence. During a nine-year period ending in 1971, over 19 million gallons of three major herbicides (Agents Orange, White, and Blue) would be used in Vietnam. As part of Operation Ranch Hand, conducted from 1962 to 1970, specially equipped C-123 aircraft sprayed these herbicides in a 300-foot swath about eight and half miles long. It was also applied by helicopter, truck, and hand sprayers. The heaviest use of the defoliants was in the III Corps Tactical Zone north of Saigon and along the Cambodian and Laotian borders. The use of these agents was controversial, both during and after the war, because of the questions about long-term ecological impacts and the effect on humans who were either sprayed or handled the chemicals. Beginning in the late 1970s, Vietnam veterans began to cite the herbicides, especially Agent Orange, as the cause of health problems ranging from skin rashes to cancer and birth defects in their children. Similar problems, including an abnormally high incidence of miscarriages and congenital malformations, have been reported among the Vietnamese people who lived in the areas where the defoliate agents were used.

"McLaughlin, Lawrence W LtCol 37 HS/CC" Lawrence.McLaughlin@warren.af.mil, Dining Out Guest Speaker
I have found my guest speaker -- Lt Col Mike McKinney from the 71 SOS atKirtland.  I have a number of crewmembers interested in the CV22 and I thinkhe will be just what they want to hear.  Thanks so much for your help.  I would not have reconnected with Mike if it was not for your search.  Respectfully.  Lt Col Larry McLaughlin, 37 HS/CC.
The recommendations came from a variety of ACA members.

History of Daylight Time in the U.S.  Although standard time in time zones was instituted in the U.S. and Canada by the railroads in 1883, it was not established in U.S. law until the Act of March 19, 1918, sometimes called the Standard Time Act. The act also established daylight saving time, a contentious idea then. Daylight saving time was repealed in 1919, but standard time in time zones remained in law. Daylight time became a local matter. It was re-established nationally early in World War II, and was continuously observed from 9 February 1942 to 30 September 1945. After the war its use varied among states and localities. The Uniform Time Act of 1966 provided standardization in the dates of beginning and end of daylight time in the U.S. but allowed for local exemptions from its observance. The act provided that daylight time begin on the last Sunday in April and end on the last Sunday in October, with the changeover to occur at 2 a.m. local time. 
During the "energy crisis" years, Congress enacted earlier starting dates for daylight time. In 1974, daylight time began on 6 January and in 1975 it began on 23 February. After those two years the starting date reverted back to the last Sunday in April. In 1986, a law was passed that shifted the starting date of daylight time to the first Sunday in April, beginning in 1987. The ending date of daylight time was not subject to such changes, and remained the last Sunday in October. The Energy Policy Act of 2005 changed both the starting and ending dates. Beginning in 2007, daylight time starts on the second Sunday in March and ends on the first Sunday in November.

This is something that affects us all.

 

A Salute to Special Operations Forces—They even mention the USAF. 

by Michelle Oddis (more by this author)
The Department of Defense defines Special Operations forces as “one of the nation’s key penetration and strike forces, able to respond to specialized contingencies across the conflict spectrum with stealth, speed, and precision.” 
That’s a little colorless. Our special ops troops -- Navy SEALs, Army Green Berets, Marine Recon and Air Force special operations -- are the tip of America’s spear. Though very small in number compared to conventional forces, they are at the front of contemporary warfare, doing things others cannot and taking disproportionate numbers of casualties. 

In 1980, a special operations joint force, under a plan called Operation Eagle Claw, were sent to Iran, in an attempt to rescue the Americans being held hostage at the Tehran embassy. The first boots on the ground were on a young Air Force officer, John Carney. He told me, “We had a terrible accident there in the desert. A helicopter collided with our C-130 airplane and we left behind eight special ops. Five airmen who were trapped and died inside the conflagration of the C130 and three young Marines in the back of the helicopter.”
A bit older, a bit wiser, and determined to serve the survivors of those men and their fellows who now serve, retired Air Force Col. John T. Carney Jr. is now president of a four-star charity, the Special Operations Warrior Foundation (SOWF). “Between them, they left behind 17 children… and that’s what started it all,” Col. Carney told me. 
“We decided we were going to provide a four-year college education or post secondary education for these children.”
“In fact -- the pilot of the C-130, Hal Lewis -- we put his son all the way through medical school, he is now a practicing surgeon at the Moffitt Cancer Institute in Tampa, Florida,” said Carney.
SOWF provides scholarships (not loans) and counseling support to more than 700 children. In 2006 SOWF gave a total of $1.5 million in grants, education programs and financial counseling. “We don’t have any professional fundraisers, we do it all ourselves -- a staff of six,” said Carney. 
“We have two counselors, one is a financial counselor and the other one is a school physiologist. Her whole role -- which makes us different -- is to stay with those children from the very beginning when we are notified that they have lost a parent.”
“We send them Christmas cards, birthday cards and we contact the surviving spouse at least bi-monthly, if not quarterly, just to see if there is anything we can help with while the child is growing up.”

In some cases Carney explained, “these mothers are pregnant and we can’t wait for these children to show up, so we go after them, that’s what makes us unique. We are very aggressive in making sure that we stay in contact so that they understand they have a college education waiting for them.”
Tonight, in Washington DC, SOWF will hold their annual dinner paying tribute to Special Forces serving around the globe. 
Army National Guard veteran, Congressman Bill Young (R-FL) will be the Honorary Dinner Chair and guest speakers include Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker, U.S. Army (Ret), and former Army Chief of Staff and Michael Durant, U. S. Army (Ret) and pilot of the black hawk that lead to the movie and the book Black Hawk Down. 
Jed Babbin, editor of HUMAN EVENTS and long-time supporter of SOWF will be the master of ceremonies.
“It takes a Special kind of ‘quiet professional’ to meet the exacting standards of America's Special Operations Forces,” says Carney “and as the war on terrorism continues to unfold, Special Operations Forces will be facing new challenges all too frequently. In fact, there has never been a greater need for Special Operations Forces than right now -- and Special Operations Forces will continue to be the force of choice time and time again during this tumultuous period.”


China, Laos Signed A $57.8 Million Deal To Upgrade Luang Prabang Airport
Windsor Genova - AHN News Writer-- October 25, 2007 8:40 p.m. EST
Luang Prabang, Laos (AHN) - The governments of China and Laos signed a $57.8 million loan agreement for the upgrading of the international airport in the northern Laotian city of Luang Prabang. 
Yakua Lopangkao, head of the Civil Aviation Department of Laos, and Luo Yan, president of China CAMC Engineering Co., Ltd., signed the agreement on Monday at the Don Chan Palace hotel in the Laotian capital of Vientiane. Transport officials of Laos, the Chinese ambassador to Laos and other officials witnessed the signing. 
The Chinese firm will undertake the renovation of the airport within 45 months. The works include the construction of a new, 30,139-square-foot (2,800-meter) runway, two taxiways, an 80,729-square-foot (7,500-square-meter) terminal and an access road to the airport and its parking lot. 
The airport hangar will also be expanded to accommodate four Boeing 737s or ATR 320s and modern electrical and aviation radio systems will be installed. 
China CAMC Engineering will also train the technical staff of the airport.

For those of you who served at the AOC in LP.
 pjk , <udorn02@optonline.net>
Reminder to visit this dutch av-photographer Peter Steehouwer
http://www.steehouwer.com/
 

"MacAlan Thompson", mactbkk@gmail.com, Air Museums
http://www.aerofiles.com/museums.html
Got two at Don Muang Airport, the RTAF Museum and the TANGO SQUADRON.
http://www.thai-aviation.net/W&R%20-%20RTAF%20Museum.htm
http://www.thai-aviation.net/W&R%20-%20Tango.htm 
Mac

Thanks Mac—great air museum sites.

pjk ,<udorn02@optonline.net>
Cascon Case LAO: Laos 1959-1962
http://web.mit.edu/cascon/cases/case_lao.html
 

Sugie Jones, SugieJ@aol.com, Death of Shirley Valentine
Gene, I received a call today from Geno and Shirley Valentine's daughter Teri telling me that Shirley had passed away yesterday.  I told her that I would send her email to you and ask if you will put it out on the ACA webpage to let the ACA members know.  Will you please do this? 
Thanks,  Sugie.

Thanks Sugie.


Chilli Willis <jrwills9@msn.com>Story Of Jocko What is the history behind "Jocko".   Jocko or the Lawn Jockey is seen in the South and in the Appalachian's of the United States. Many have been destroyed because of the thinking that they are a racial slur to African-Americans. But is this true? The River Road African American Museum in Louisiana tells us that lawn jockeys represent nothing of the sort, rather they show us a proud moment in U.S. history.   The story begins the icy night in December 1776 when General George Washington decided to cross the Delaware River to launch a surprise attack on the British forces at Trenton. Jocko Graves, a twelve-year-old African-American, sought to fight the Redcoats, but Washington deemed him too young and ordered him to look after the horses, asking Jocko to keep a lantern blazing along the Delaware so the company would know where to return after battle. Many hours later, Washington and his men returned to their horses who were tied up to Graves, he had frozen to death with the lantern still clenched in his fist. Washington was so moved by the young boy's devotion to the revolutionary cause he commissioned a statue of the "Faithful Groomsman" to stand in Graves's honor at the general's estate in Mount Vernon. By the time of the Civil War, these "Jocko" statues could be found on plantations throughout the South: like the North Star that pointed fleeing slaves to their freedom, the Jocko statues pointed to the safe houses of the Underground Railroad. Along the Mississippi River, a green ribbon tied to a statue's arm ? whether clandestinely or with the owner's knowledge ? indicated safety; a red ribbon meant danger. Thus these original lawn jockey statues today fetch thousands of dollars as true artifacts of the Underground Railroad that conducted so many African-American slaves to freedom. Similar cast-iron statues began appearing in the decades after Washington's crossing of the Delaware in jockey silks, whether for aesthetic reasons or confusion born of Graves's first name. The clothing worn by the lawn jockeys resembled the clothing worn by black riding jockeys, who have a glorious history. In 1875, the first 13 winners of the Kentucky Derby were black, the first being Jockey Oliver Lewis. Lewis was the first to win three Derbies. So contrary to some folk's thinking that these statues are a racial slur they are a memorial to Jocko, a beacon for Freedom and a tribute to some of the greatest Jockey's racing has ever known! 
Thanks Chilli

Giap's memoirs...

At last, General Giap has published his memoirs and confirmed what most Americans knew. The Vietnam war was not lost in Vietnam - it was lost at home. The exact same slippery slope, sponsored by the Dems and the US media, is currently well underway. It exposes the enormous power of a biased media (the Dems could never do it alone) to cut out the heart and will of the American public.
General Giap was a brilliant, highly respected leader of the North Vietnam military. The following quote is from his memoirs currently found in the Vietnam war memorial in Hanoi:
"What we still don't understand is why you Americans stopped the bombing of Hanoi. You had us on the ropes. If you had pressed us a little harder, just for another day or two, we were ready to surrender! It was the same at the battles of TET. You defeated us! We knew it, and we thought you knew it. But we were elated to notice your media was definitely helping us. They were causing more disruption in America than we could in the battlefields. We were ready to surrender. You had won!"
A truism worthy of note: Do not fear the enemy, for they can take only your life.
Fear the media far more, for they will destroy your honor.
 

Simmons Jeffrey L, Contr AFPC/DPSIDR", Jeffrey.Simmons.ctr@RANDOLPH.AF.MIL.  Air Medals for the RAAF Status.
Everything is on schedule.   Our budget order (Oct) is processed for the Air Medals, so we should have the medals on hand by mid Nov.   Hope to have everything completed and forwarded by Thanksgiving.    Are we still on tap for Spring?  thanks....jeff

JEFFREY L. SIMMONS, Contractor, Recognition Programs Manager, Promotion, Eval, & Recognition Division.

Thanks Jeff.

"MacAlan Thompson" mactbkk@gmail.com, Military Aviation Movie List
 Check out this one then look for the DVDs, and a copy machine!
http://www.coastcomp.com/av/fltline2/avmovie.htm, Mac.

Thanks Mac it is a very good collection and essays on mil aviation movies.

The secret war of the Hmong of Laos, By Janet Tilkens-Van Derven 

It is sad that most Americans don't know about the Hmong, freedom-loving people of Laos.  The conflict that raged from the early 1960s until 1975 was called the Vietnam War. In 1961 the CIA recruited the Hmong people of Laos into a Secret War. The Hmong thought the United States wanted them to defend Laos for the Hmong's sake. In reality the U.S. military wanted to block the communists from using Laos as a supply route along the Ho Chi Minh Trail to South Vietnam.  General Vang Pao was chosen by the CIA to lead the Hmong soldiers. The Hmong helped and hid our U.S. soldiers from the North Vietnamese. The Hmong killed 200,000 to 300,000 North Vietnamese in Laos — troops that could not be used in Vietnam to kill American soldiers.  From 1961 to 1975, with massive U.S. air support, the North Vietnamese bombed Laos day and night. Laos became the most heavily bombed nation in history. In 1975 when the United States pulled out, the Hmong were abandoned. Even with U.S. air support, 15,000 to 20,000 Hmong soldiers died, and triple that amount died without that support.  The Hmong were forced to flee. Most fled to Thailand (a 15-day journey by foot), where refugee camps were established. From there many came to the United States or went to France.

The U.S. Department of Immigration and Naturalization Services was ordered to accept every Hmong refugee. This was the least the United States could do, given what the Hmong had sacrificed. Many did not want to come to this country, but they had no country to go to.  Many of the older Hmong lack job skills, education or English proficiency and may have disabilities resulting from the war. If they depend on public assistance, it is out of necessity. They are a culture in transition, one that is facing an interesting shift of becoming American while struggling to hold onto its identity.

Many in the United States think they are economic refugees. They are not. Many also think they came here "to the land of opportunity." They did not. They are allies. They were the hands and the feet of Americans in Laos, which is part of the Vietnam War that most know nothing about: The Secret War.

Janet Tilkens-Van Derven is a social worker from Allouez. E-mail: forums@greenbaypressgazette.com <mailto:forums@greenbaypressgazette.com>. 

Great little piece of history.

Gene Adcock,  gadcock@tacsurv.com, CCT Historical Blog , http://combatcontrolteam.wordpress.com/2007/06/22/air-force-combat-controllers/ 
 I am trying to get as many eyes as possible on the CCT Historical blog that I am working on.  Your inputs, comments, and corrections are appreciated.  Criticisms accepted, but not appreciated!  Also, I need other short stories that I can plug into the document.  
 I experienced a lot, but there are thousands of other stories that I have never heard.  
 Sincerely,  Gene Adcock, CMSgt, USAF (CCT) Retired,  Tactical & Survival Specialties, Inc. (TSSI).  1027 Isle of Palms Path, The Villages, Florida 32162
 Home (352) 391-1269, Cell (352) 255-8156
Primary Email Address                                 Alternate Email Address
 gadcock@tacsurv.com                                 gene.adcock@embarqmail.com

Gene we will put this in the ACA Newsletter and I am sure fellow CCTers and those that worked with them will provide unbelieveable stories for you.


Unexploded ordnance Laos.   CHALAMMAY, Laos - "To" is a shy, 7-year-old boy, wincing from the stabbing pain of jagged shrapnel in his leg, a casualty of a war that ended 25 years before he was born. He is too young to understand why a weapon brought halfway around the world lay hidden in the dirt behind his wooden house, waiting to explode.  It happened on a cold morning in mid-February while To was huddling with about 10 people near a small fire on the ground that his father had built. 
As the fire burned hotter, it heated up a dud 20-mm shell, about the size of a lipstick, lodged just below the surface. Though muffled by hard-packed earth, it still detonated with a crack as loud as a rifle shot. Laotian "sappers," soldiers who lay mines, say it probably was a high-explosive round fired from an American jet's cannon. 
More than three decades ago, fighter planes regularly strafed suspected guerrilla trucks and hideouts in this village near the former Ho Chi Minh Trail.
While Americans debate whether to keep troops in Iraq, Laotians wish Washington would do more to clean up after the covert conflict in their country - a deadly detritus that has killed 13,000 people since communist guerrillas seized power in 1975.
Lingering anger at Americans.  "Many American people understand the war in Iraq, but most ... don't know what went on in Laos," said Bounpone Sayasenh, head of the Lao National Unexploded Ordnance Program, the government agency clearing the leftover weapons. "It was called 'the secret war.'"  During the Vietnam War, Laos was officially neutral. But it was a crucial staging ground for communist North Vietnamese troops and guerrillas headed for South Vietnam.   Every week, thousands of fighters hauling weapons and supplies on pack animals, bicycles and trucks moved under the thick jungle canopy near this village in southern Laos.  The U.S. State Department has requested $1.4 million to help clear unexploded ordnance in Laos next year, less than half what Washington provided this year. "Actual spending will depend on the availability of funding," said State Department spokesman Jason Greet.  A U.S. diplomat in Vientiane, the Laotian capital, said officials told him to expect only $900,000 next year.
During the Vietnam War, U.S. warplanes carried out as many as 500 airstrikes a day on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, already denuded by Agent Orange sprayed by the Americans. 
Bitterness from that time lingers for thousands of Laotians living with its lethal legacy. "They are suffering from this problem today because of Americans, so they are still angry toward the Americans," Sayasenh said.  Unexploded ordnance is a hazard in more than one-third of Laos. Sappers have collected more than 800,000 items since 1996, everything from small bomblets to 3,000-pound bombs.  Sayasenh has about 900 staffers in the field, with an annual budget of $4.3 million, but much of his equipment is outdated and it is expected to take 50 to 100 more years to finish the job. Deaths on the rise
To was one of at least 76 people injured in the first half of this year, according to the Lao National Unexploded Ordnance Program. Of the 76, at least 25 have died. Forty percent of the casualties have been children.  Last year's total of 16 dead and 33 injured was a sharp drop of 70 percent from 2005, but the number is climbing now because poverty is forcing villagers to seek new farmland in areas that haven't been cleared of ordnance, Sayasenh said.  U.S. B-52 bombers and other warplanes flew more than a half-million missions over Laos and dropped between 2 million and 3 million tons of ordnance.
The airstrikes blanketed parts of Laos with cluster bombs - devices that opened in midair to disperse bomblets the size of baseballs, litchi nuts or soda cans designed to scatter and maim or kill large numbers of troops.  One of every three bomblets failed to explode, and they still litter the countryside, camouflaged by decades of falling leaves, sticks and shifting soil.  It was a long-forgotten remnant of that war that peppered To with burning shrapnel. Three shards pierced his right arm.   A fourth sliced deep into his leg. It took more than an hour to get him to the nearest hospital on the only transportation the village had - a small tractor.  To's father, Lia, who like other members of the Khamu tribe uses only one name, paid a little more than $50, or almost half of what he earns a year from his rice and peanut crops, for two operations that removed most of the shrapnel. But a piece the size of a fingertip remains in To's leg.   Too scared to speak to a stranger, To sits silently in his father's lap, staring at the wood floor.   "He can walk, but not very well, because of the pain, said Lia, 37. "He still cries. When he feels better, we'll take him to the hospital again to remove it."  Dangerous land.  Laos, home to a large swath of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, was bombed extensively by the United States during the Vietnam War. Thirty-plus years later, unexploded American ordnance represents the largest safety threat in the impoverished nation.
580,000 U.S. bombing runs over Laos, 1964-1973
2,000,000 Tons of ordnance dropped
80,000,000 Cluster bomblets dropped
30% Bombs believed not to have exploded
5,700 Laotians killed by unexploded ordnance sine 1973
5,600 Of those Laotians killed by unexploded cluster bomblets.
54,000 Square miles contaminated by cluster bombs 
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Richard French, <moungsoui108@yahoo.com>To all of my father's friends, 
I am writing to inform you, if you haven't already heard, my father
Richard French died peacefully yesterday morning.  Today we are making
arrangements and I will send another email with the details just as soon 
as I can.  Marinda French-Frye, (some of you know me as Bukie)
The Services for my father will be held at: Victor Valley Mortuary, 15609  11th Street
Victorville, CA 92392 (760) 245-8164  
You can contact me on my cell phone 541-531-1015 if you need any 
additional information.
"MacAlan Thompson", mactbkk@gmail.com, Dick French was RO at Moung Soui, L-108, and Vang Vieng, L-16, with the Neutralists.  Mac

Thanks-I remember Dick very well and may his soul rest in peace.

Charles Norton, <ammochief22@hotmail.com>
 I have been a life member of the Air Commando Association for several years.  I noticed that I am not listed as a member.  Please add me to the members list.  The following is provided:  Chuck Norton     Command & Control    ammochief22@hotmail.com
Additionally, please inform all Chief's in the organization that there is a new web site just for CMSGT's and it is great!! Long time in coming...  www.chiefsnetwork.com.  I spend all of my time assisting fellow vets with filing claims with the VA.  This is at no charge!!  Have anyone who wishes to contact me at my email address and put in the subject line...VA assistance so I will not delete as junk mail.  I have submitted several articles in the open forum of the chief'snetwork talkiing about this.  Thanks,, Chuck Norton CMSGT, USAF, Ret, Veterans Advocate.  
Thanks Chuck.  I will add your name to the list and also put the Chief’s site on the ACA Home Page.

Hot Spot Map.  This is a cool web site that shows hot-spots, terrorist and suspicious activities.  You can hover over a spot on the map to get a brief look.  Clicking on the spot will pull up a full report. http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
Charles Spicka, GunshipII@aol.com,  High Speed Ejection A reprint of a letter by James E. Strawn, former F8 driver and current Squadron-235 Treasurer about surviving a Mach 1.5 ejection in 1961: http://www.vmf235.com/strawnreport.html                      
"L.D. Strouse",  loongles@gmail.com, U-10 Remembered.

 Zero ground speed landings are very difficult and can be dangerous if you end up backing up just prior to touch down.  I did make a couple of zero GS landings in the U-10/Helio Courier but never in the Porter.  I made a zero GS landing in a U-10 at the Kohler, toilet people, annual picnic in Spartanburg during a Swift Strike III exercise.  Very strong wind and landed on their front lawn after hovering for a couple

of minutes.  Then displayed my airplane for them.  Embarrassed the

Army chopper guys who considered the wind too strong for any flying

demos.  Got a Commendation letter from General Paul D. Adams, U.S.A

for a job well done.  Second time was a Vung Tau.  AAM Helio Courier.  Was refused

permission to land on a taxi way that was aligned with the 30 knot xwind.  "Cleared to land on runway XX."  Came to a hover over runway XX, aligned with the cross taxiway and landed, zero GS, ON the runway.  Had a bitch of a time taxiing in.  Them ended up telling the U.S.  Army Ops Officer to stuff  his regs.  I DID land on the correct

runway!  Took off across the ramp.  Almost a zero speed take off. Never heard anything from the incident.  Hey, I was a civilian in Viet Nam, what was the Army going to do to me!  LOL.  Les.
Les you always come up with some great stories.

Eugene Rossel, aircommando1@earthlink.net. 

Air Commando demonstration at Las Vegas in early 1962

There  was a demonstration in  early 1962 of the Air Commando 

aircraft and capability in Nevada ( Indian Springs AB which I think 

is now called Creech AFB) in 1962.  Does anyone have any information on it 

and do you know where I can get any video or pictures of it?  Who 

participated?  What was the date that it took place.  We are trying 

to get it for the ACA.

David Husher, 1daveh@cox.net,  Siloam Springs, Ar  Guys, I have ex military "Old Fart" friends who find it hard to believe that we we were issued TDY Orders that stated "Items 1 through 25 on reverse apply". If anyone has a copy and could copy both sides and email them to me, it would be greatly appreciated. The set for the 2nd deployment to det 2, which I was on would be icing on the cake. Snail mail address is D Husher, 503 Cheri Whitlock Dr, Siloam Springs, AR 72761.
We’ll put this in the ACA newsletter and you should get some inputs.

Col Dick MacLeod,  hilanderd@msn.com, http://www.macleodinternational.com Visiting the Country Store, ACA Member Life Member #3803
Noel R. Fairholm,  nrichf@yahoo.com , Waxahachie Texas Member weapons load crew Son Tay Raid A1-E at NKP Thailand 1970. Just stopped in and checked out your great sight.

Al Paris, alconnie@frontiernet.net, Fort Mohave, AZ 

Writing a book, my main character is an ex-Air Force Commando
Ltc Charles E Capach,  sfod1732@yahoo.com, new york 

I was in Nam for 6years work with SOH Mjke Force and 5th sfga rvn rangers. I was a CWO4 then work with CCT all so I flew UH1D choppers.
Thanks for the email.
Russell E. Painter, famousg@roadrunner.com, Ashland, KY 

Hurlburt Field 1980-1989, 8SOS Loadmaster, Rhein Main 1989-1992, 7 SOS Loadmaster, Hurlburt Field, 1992-1996, 23 AF/IG.

Thanks for the email. 

Tom Skaug, greenhornet929@aol.com, Oshkosh, WI 

Just happened to surf onto your site as it was a link on the Special Operations Association web site.  Most interesting site but it should be updated.  Served with the 20th SOS Vietnam, crew chief/doorgunner Jan 1970-71.

In the process of updating it right now.. 

Tom Garcia, tom@garcia.net, http://www.eastwindrain.com, NM 

Does anyone know where Jack Mercy (UH-1F pilot) is? 
We’ll put it in the Newsletter and you should hear from someone.
Bill Cain, vanbilcain@msn.com, My Uncle Mack

Hello, I was wondering if you knew anything about my uncle; MSG Mack 

Bobblett. He was killed in 2/69 while serving with the 5th Special 

Operations. The story that I heard was that he was in a Puff that was 

supporting a camp that was being hit at night and the flare he was handling 

was struck by ground fire. I heard later that the plane went down. It has 

been a mystery to our family. He was never awarded the Purple Heart. He did 

receive a DFC. If you have any info or pictures or know anyone that might it

would be a great comfort to his family. Sincerely Bill Cain. 

Can anyone help?
Suzanne Eppley, suzme93@mchsi.com 

While going through boxes of my dad's military stuff, I found copies of the Air Commado Assoc rules. He is dead, or I would ask him about it. I was just curious about it. I didn't if he had been a member. We were stationed there when I was young. His name was Thomas LaFrance
Can anyone help the young lady?
Burma  Today.  http://www.narinjara.com/details.asp?id=1434  Burma Accuses CIA of Involvement in KNU Assassination 
Dhaka:  The Burmese military government has accused the CIA via its state-run newspaper of involvement in the assassination of a Karen commander from the KNU who wanted to negotiate a ceasefire with the junta. The article published Saturday in The Mirror, also known as Kyimon, claimed that the assassination of Colonel Kyi Min was a CIA plot, and that KNU operatives were acting under CIA control.  Colonel Kyi Min, Commander In-charge of Karen Liberation Army Regiment 18 from Bridge 6, was assassinated last month by unknown armed assailants on the Homh Tharaw River near the Thai-Burma border.  The murder occurred as he was returning to his headquarters from a Burmese army camp after discussions with Burmese officials.  The Mirror report also made accusations that one general from the US Army and CIA visited an insurgent group to provide military aid and training to detonate bombs inside Burma. The report did not, however, mention the name of the respective insurgent group on the border. 
Accusations of frequent visits to insurgent camps along the Thai-Burma border to provide military aid and training were also thrown at former Military AttachÃ© to Burma Robert Helvey, retired US Air Force officer Michael Mitchell, retired US Marine officer Gene Sharp, and former US special forces officer David Eubank. 
The US officials were also accused of praising several insurgent groups, including the ABSDF, NCGUB, SSA-A, CRDB, and DAB for efforts to "foil the stability and development of Burma" by means of terrorist act such as bombs planted inside Burma. 
The Burmese military government often makes such accusations against the United States and Britain whenever public unrest stirs in Burma, said one Burmese politician.# 

The Rangoon Reporter. Hi Gene,  Hey Buddy glad you are still going stong....that was a close call ! ! (preface to this);  Should you ever decide to use any part of this....And feel free to shorten or editorialize as you see fit.  It would be nice for you to delete any reference of my name.   Not a really big deal.  But never know when I might go back again.  Those in the Air Commando family will know who provided the information and others will not be that interested.)    Thanks for your information regarding the situation in Burma (attached)!  I can assure you if the CIA is in Burma they are working their magic on the bad guys, The Burmese Government and not the rebels or the resistance who are the good guys!  Although we hear frequently about the Karen resistance, there is lots more going on over there behind the scenes.  From my perspective, United States interests should be against anything the Burmese Government supports.  There is no doubt the suppressed Burmese people appreciate everything and anything we do for them and indeed wish there was more.   My last trip to Burma was five years ago and I wanted to shine my butt at the airport by showing off.   So I spoke some  Burmese to a taxi cab driver and I was overheard.  That earned  me an escort for the duration of my visit.  Fortunately their record keeping is terrible, worst possible, or they woud have sorted out I was the guy who flew the Russian jet back in the 60's and I would then have been writing this to from some cell in Rangoon.  On our recent visit they were monitoring my hotel telephone and tailing me whenever I left the hotel. Actually it was not difficult at all to spot the guys who were following me.  But it did prevent me from seeing any of my old contacts and friends because as all of them are under surveillance and I would never want to cause any problems for them.  I did find out and had it confirmed by several persons that upper Burma, adjacent to China is rapidly being taken over by the Chinese. I mean big time take over!  Lots of Chinese businesses and personnel are moving into Burma from across the border to settle.  Rumor also had it that the transportation infrastructure was being improved such as highways able to transport Army personnel, heavy equipment  and supplies.  No need for anything quite this sophisticated for Toyota pickup trucks and water buffalo carts so they must have other plans for the future.  All this is not a good sign,  It indicates the Burmese Government is in bed with the Chinese on a big scale. This has to be creating consternation with neighbors like  India, Laos and Thailand and the rest of Southeast Asia.   Americans are  so very naïve to Chinese maneuvering.  The Chinese  are preparing to eat our lunch!  A young Chinese intellectual told me, after we had been traveling for a couple of weeks and making port calls along China's coast,  said; "We Chinese are not a indicative people but we do not forget" (of course the reference was to Europe / United States / Russia carving up China for colonialization in the 1800's).    When will America wake up and realize China is doing more to us than painting 'Thomas The Train" cars and "Barbie Dolls" with lead paint.
 Regards Gene,  Your Rangoon Correspondent.
Thanks for the intel on Burma.

"Mac the Fac" , macthfac@tpg.com.au, FAC Reunion in Canberra, Australia
All members of the FAC Association are invited the Australian FAC Reunion to be held in Canberra Australia in April 2008.  The Registration Package is attached and a mud map of Canberra City Centre detailing the location of accommodation, Canberra Club and Australian War Memorial is available on request.  Looking forward to seeing you "downunder".
Mac Cottrell, Sidewinder 34, Reunion Coordinator

Al Paris, alconnie@frontiernet.net, Fort Mohave, AZ 

Writing a book, my main character is an ex-Air Force Commando.

If anyone wants to be an ex Air Commando in his book here is your chance to be a real stud.

Eugene D. Rossel
Tel/FAX 909-591-7342 E-mail aircommando1@earthlink.net 
ACA Home Page Web site  http://home.earthlink.net/~aircommando1/
 

