Air Commando Newsletter
EDITOR, ACA
NEWSLETTER,
I was member of the 311th Air
commando Squadron stationed at
Danang AB, RVN. A few years
ago our crew got together at
Natalia, TX, when the Traveling
Wall was there, all except our copilot, 1st Lt. Howard R. McClain.
We were awarded the DFC 19
May 1966 for action on 24 August
1965. The rest of the crew was
Captain Robert S. Clark, Pilot, 1st
Lt. John H. Smith, Navigator, SSgt
Frank J. Blackmon, Loadmaster,
and SSgt Marshall D. Mitchell,
Flight Mechanic.
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We have tried through the years
to find "Mac" with no success. We
would appreciate greatly if you
could run his picture in our
newsletter and just maybe someone will know where he is. We are
trying to plan another crew
reunion soon and would like for
him to be there. "Mac" was from
Humboldt, AZ, and should be

May 2007

somewhere near sixty-six years
old. He is the youngest member of
our crew.
Our commander, LtCol. Harry
Howton was the best CO I ever
served under. In the summer of
1964, he along with Captain Clark
and other flight crew members,
ferried a Squadron of C-123's from
Crestview (somewhere near
Hurlburt where fuel and oil tanks
were installed in the cargo bay) to
Saigon and DaNang.
He was the kind of leader that
would not ask his men to do a job
that he was not up in front leading.
I had the privilege of flying with
him on many occasions. We flew
the crew system at DaNang. We
were crewed up in December of
1964 and we flew with crew the
entire time we were there. If for
some reason a crew member was
not happy with his crew, he could
ask to be reassigned to another
crew. Since Harry Howton was
Commander, he was assigned a
crew. He would show up at our
briefing and tell Lt. McClain to
take the day off. It was usually
when we were making an air drop
because they were the most exciting.
I had the privilege of flying with
Col Howton in the lead C-123
when we tried to burn the Iron
Triangle between Bien Hoa and
Saigon in the summer of 1965. We
were directed by Squadron
Operations to abort our assigned
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who are not retired.
Veterans who are not retired,
and any others must purchase the
books from the U.S. Government
Printing Office at http://bookstore.gpo.gov. Type in the name of
the book in the search area and
click on Search GPO requires
prepayment by credit card (VISA,
MasterCard, Discover) or personal
check.

Contact or Telephone:
Debra A. Moss, GS-11, DAF
Resource Advisor and Security
Manager
HQ USAF/HOH
3 Brookley Ave. Box 94
Bolling AFB DC 20032-50000
Voice: (202) 404-2224,
DSN 754-2224
Fax: (202) 404-2271

Page 15

mission, return to base, pack an
overnight bag, return to the aircraft
and standby. While we were waiting, the unit clerk delivered our

Lt Col. Harry Howton

mail. I was stunned when I opened
the letter from my wife. There in
bold print was a news clipping,
"C-123's BOMB IRON TRIANGLE," dated two weeks earlier.
This is the mission we were going
on. Needless to say the only thing
we killed were monkeys. Mission
was classified TOP SECRET.
We were twenty-four C-123's
(this was before the modification
of jet boosters) flying in formation. We dropping pallets of four
55 gallon drums of napalm and
aviation fuel by parachutes trig-

gered by a flare with a time set to
go off when the load was a tree top
level. We made three passes and
on the third pass the heat was
intense at 2500 feet that Col
Howton was having a hard time
controlling the aircraft. I can just
imagine how rough it was for the
last plane in the formation.
We've read about all the C-130's
and what they accomplished in
Vietnam, but seldom hear about
the real work horse that landed
where no other aircraft could land
except a helicopter or stol aircraft.
I often wonder what happened to
all the C-123's we left over there. I
guess they are flying for the Ho
Chi Minh Air Lines. They did not
appear in the movie, "We Were
Soldiers." It is possible there were
not enough left to make a movie.
I'll have more information and
pictures later. Thanks for helping
to find Howard R. McClain.
Jeff Blackmon
397 CR 6717
Natalia, TX 78059
(830) 665-4487
jeffbl@devtex.net

Authentic Blood Chits
Genuine USAF issue Blood Chits
are available. To obtain a Korean
War Blood Chit, published in 1951,
all you have to do is recruit a new
member. If that is too hard for you to
handle, a $15.00 donation to the
McCoskrie/ Threshold Foundation
will achieve the same purpose.
Again, make check payable to the
McCoskrie/Threshold Foundation
and mail to the address listed
below.
BLOOD CHIT
ACA COUNTRY STORE
P.O. BOX 7
MARY ESTHER, FL 32569
If you are recruiting a new member,
make sure you indicate on the application that you recruited the new
member so that Pete can give you
credit for your Korean War Blood
Chit. Get busy today so you can get
your chit together!

Official Korean War Blood Chit
1951 issue from survival kits

